Welcome

Next Meeting – 13th May

Well all that election stuff is over and done with
now. If you feel let down by politics and politicians,
and feel the role of religion in our society is unjust,
then think yourself lucky you’re not living in one of
the newly democratised states of South Eastern
Europe (otherwise referred to as the Balkans).
Pavle Mocilac’s talk which is summarised below
explains why.

AGM followed by A History of Humanism – John Coss
The speaker for May is long standing member
and outgoing secretary of GMH, John Coss. His
review of the origins and development of
Modern Humanism will address four themes:


This Month’s Joke




This month, a gag and a cartoon:
I don't understand why Christians are against gay
marriage.
Jesus had two dads, he turned out alright.



the various meanings of 'humanism' and
how they relate to modern humanism
key themes of humanist thinking
some key thinkers in the development of
humanist thought
organised humanism in England

Note
A notice of the business to be transacted at the
AGM is attached. Also note that following the
AGM John's responsibilities as Secretary will be
split among the rest of the committee, one of
whom will formally take on the role of
Secretary.

~~~~~

Contributions
We need to meet the cost of room hire and
providing refreshments out of the collection at
meetings. So we ask for contributions as follows,
except at the first meeting attended: members
£2.50, students £1 and non-members £3.50. In
addition, tea or coffee and a biscuit is available
for £1.50.
Serbia, Croatia and Montenegro - talk the same
Serbo-Croat language.
Early cartographers noted the main difference
between Serbs and Croats was through religion;
Serbs being Orthodox and Croatians being Catholic
Christians. Today these distinctions remain along
with Bosniaks being Muslims and Montenegrins
being Orthodox. (Although Bosnia is mostly
Bosniaks, there is a mix of ethnicities with sizeable
populations of Serbs and Croats.)

Meetings
Last Meeting - Religion and Humanism in the
Balkans by Pavle Mocilac

In these countries you are marked by your
ethnicity, hence religion, in a way that is tribal.
Being of mixed ethnicity is not widely accepted; to
convert and become accepted as a Croatian in
Bosnia you would need to change your religion.
Most people today declare to be religious and do
so in accordance with their ethnicity.

What follows is a summary of the talk given by
Pavle ....
Although the title of the talk refers to the Balkans
that is not a term that someone from the area, i.e.
South Eastern Europe, would normally use. Within
this region people view ‘nationality’ in a way that
is akin to their ethnicity; nationality in the Western
European context is more about citizenship. It is
notable however that all of the countries – Bosnia,

Those professing belief is high across the region
(over 90%) except in Slovenia (67%) and Albania
(81%). By contrast they consider the importance of
religion to be much lower – as low as 37% in
Albania and 41% in Slovenia, but up to 70% in
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Croatia, and 80% in Macedonia. Interestingly a
census dating back to 1964 showed religious belief
across the region to be more in line with these
lower figures. This would have been at a time
when most of the countries were part of
Yugoslavia, and ruled by the communist dictator
Tito, when belief in God was tolerated but not
encouraged.

in by governments. Both Croatia and Serbia are
now Pakistan like in the way that state and religion
are interlinked. Bosnia being more mixed is more
like a European Lebanon in that all religions
receive government funding but Orthodox is
compulsory for all children.
In the past Muslims in Bosnia were very liberal,
were known to drink alcohol and Sharia was not
pushed. But in the late 80s as a result of the civil
war in which 150,000 Muslims were killed, with
8000 in Srebrenica alone, attitudes started to
change. Backing started to arrive from the Middle
East and an Islamist agenda, including sharia, has
become prevalent. The radical media in Bosnia
now openly support ISIS.

Communism had brought about secularism in
Yugoslavia. Consequently religious properties
(buildings and land) were nationalised, a feminist
agenda was introduced and religious dress was
discouraged. Interference of the church in politics
was banned. However once Tito died, democracy
started to rise as communism faded. And apart
from in Slovenia where secularism survived, in
other countries of the region nationalism and
religion gained ground. It was not a good time to
be an atheist as being such would associate you
with Communism hence an allegiance to the old
Yugoslavia.

~~~~~
Unfortunately time ran out for Pavle at this point
and the talk was brought to an end.
Upcoming Meetings at FMH
th

It is interesting that most countries of the region
declare themselves to be secular through their
constitution. However the reality is somewhat
different as shown in the table below.
Country

Secular
Constitution

Reality

Society

Slovenia







Croatia



X

X

Serbia



X

X

Macedonia



X

X

Albania






(partially)

Montenegro






(partially)

Kosovo



X

X

Serbia



X

X

Jun 10 Talk and interactive workshop on Amnesty
– Anne Walker
th

Jul 8 Women for Secularism – Sandhya Sharma
Humanist Discussion Group

We had a very lively discussion on basic income, a
disarmingly simple idea, a guaranteed minimum
income that is given unconditionally to everyone
without work requirement regardless of wealth,
income or age. On top of a basic income everyone
can earn extra in a paid job. Basic income shall
allow every human being to fulfil basic living
needs. We touched on the main Pros:

It’s notable also that Greece does not have a
secular constitution.

 It would reduce unemployment and the
stigmata correlated to it
 It would tackle poverty and give dignity esp. to
the poor and elderly
 It would underpin non-profit, not-well paid
and/or un-paid jobs (like charity work, creative
jobs, care of children or elderly)

What has happened most recently in Croatia,
Serbia and Bosnia is that the church has insinuated
itself into the political system and in particular
schools. This has a resulted in pushing children’s
thinking towards misogyny, homophobia, rejecting
women’s rights and nationalism linked to religion
(you can only be a good citizen of your country if
you are a good Catholic/ Orthodox/ Muslim as
applicable). In all countries religion is state
sponsored with significant millions being pumped

And main Cons:
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Too expensive to finance




http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

People would stop working
No one would do low paid/unpopular jobs
anymore

With regard to the last point, the effect of it might
be that people would have to be paid much higher
wages to do such jobs, which could then be seen
as a positive effect.

Greater Manchester Humanist Choir
OK, you like singing. You’d love to sing in a choir
but you’re not sure about your ability. Well don’t
worry, everyone is welcome. So go on give it a go.
What is there to lose?

We further discussed how close we are to making
basic income reality in countries like Finland where
65% of parliamentary candidates were in favour of
basic income or Switzerland. Even the Green Party
in the UK talks about basic income in their current
election manifesto. We concluded with the main
obstacle/ open question of realising such a simple
social idea: Is basic income possible in the current
political system of capitalism - a profit driven
system, where the gap between extremely high
paid and low paid jobs is still too high? We finally
agreed that we as humanists lean towards the idea
of basic income with its very humanistic values but
we remained sceptical if the time and
circumstances of this simple idea have come yet.
“Stronger than a thousand armies is an idea whose
time has come” (Oscar Wilde).

For details of rehearsals, venues and performances
please visit the Meetup page here –
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHum
anistChoir/
Other Meetings of Interest
Below are a few other meetings which you may
find of interest:
GMSS - Aids Denialism... Yep, That's a Thing
This is an event organised by Greater Manchester
th
Skeptics Society on 14 May at Bar 21, 10 Thomas
St, Northern Quarter, M4 1DH, Manchester. The
Speaker is Miles Power, who spoke at the recent
QED event in Manchester, and the talk is about the
people who bizarrely still believe HIV is a
conspiracy theory. Although these people are
small in numbers they are extremely well funded
and can pose a very real threat to public health.

st

The next meeting is on 21 May when the subject
will be ‘World Population Issues’. All are welcome;
we meet at 8.15pm at The Waterhouse, 67-71
Princess Street, Manchester, M2 4EG.

Further details can be found here http://www.meetup.com/GMSkeptics/events/222
166553/?fromEmail=222166553&rv=ea1

We are not booking a particular room but will aim
to meet in a room at the far end of the building
from Princess Street.
It would be helpful if you would let John Coss
know if you will be coming
(email:secretary@gmh.humanist.org.uk or
phone@ 0161-430-3463).

BHA Annual Conference - Bristol

Exploring Humanism – Introductory Course
The tenth presentation has now been successfully
completed. We expect the next presentation will
be held in autumn 2015 – the actual dates are not
yet known. We are also developing a shorter
‘taster session’ of 2-3 hours duration which we
hope will be ready for presentation this summer.

The 2015 British Humanist Association Annual
Conference will be held in the gorgeous historic
city of Bristol over 19-21 June 2015. We have more
speakers and entertainment still to announce, with
tickets on sale NOW - and they're expected to sell
quickly
The BHA Annual Conference is always the can’tmiss humanist calendar event of the year, and
2015's will be no different. Over 19-21 June 2015,
the beautiful city of Bristol will play host to 300
happy humanists over a busy weekend of lectures,
plenaries, debates, interviews, an awards show,
live entertainment, and a gala dinner featuring big
names including physicist Jim Al-Khalili, anatomist
Alice Roberts, and historian Francesca
Stravrakopoulou, and several as-yet-unannounced
special guests.

Stockport Group Meetings
The group meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY
(near the Market Place). They also have regular
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank,
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).
For precise details of upcoming meetings and
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup -
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The conference will run from Friday afternoon to
Sunday afternoon in the heart of Bristol’s historic
Old Town. For details of tickets visit the BHA
website.

Being an atheist isn't bad for your mental health,
new study says -

Acoustic Amnesty for Women's Rights - 16th
July
The next Acoustic Amnesty fundraiser will again be
at the beautiful Sacred Trinity church on Thursday
July 16, 2015. This time the acts are all female and
this is a fundraising event for the excellent
Manchester Women’s Aid as well as Manchester
Amnesty.

Are you smarter than an atheist? –

http://uk.businessinsider.com/atheism-isnt-badfor-your-well-being-2015-4?r=US
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2011/0105/Areyou-smarter-than-an-atheist-A-religiousquiz/When-does-the-Jewish-Sabbath-begin

Membership
News: our Meetup Group now stands at 228 as at
29/4/15; also our Facebook Group now has
455 members.

If you want to see how fantastic the format of the
evening is here’s a video of the last one:

Subscriptions for GMH are £15 waged and £10
unwaged. If you’re not already a member, please
consider joining. To do so, please fill in a new
membership form and bring it to a meeting or
send it with your subscription to the address
below.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/grhhGT0Vzlw?l
ist=UU32opSiZu-iUSHLgSdSkZZg
The acts are:





Circle of songwriters (as featured on John
Mackie’s show on FAB radio international)
Little Sparrow, Tracey Browne, Raevennan
Husbandes & Becca Williams. They will all be
on stage together and will perform solo,
duets and as an acoustic supergroup!
Metre of performance poets – Louise
Fazackerley & Rose Condo. Performing
brilliantly solo.

Membership form:
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/.
Send to:
GMH Secretary, 1 St Aldates, Stockport SK6 3DU.
We encourage new members to take out a
standing order for future subscriptions. The above
link explains how to do so and secure eighteen
months membership for your initial subscription.

Doors will open at 7pm and the show starts at
7.30pm prompt.
Free on-street car parking is available and the
venue is a stone's throw from Deansgate/Market
Street in Manchester city centre.

Subscriptions allow us to pay for meeting
rooms/halls, speaker expenses and support good
humanist causes as well as promote humanism,
e.g. by taking stalls at carnivals.

Tickets are only £8 in advance for all of this
entertainment http://www.wegottickets.com/event/316058

Keep In Touch
For more about what’s going on at GMH check out
some of the links below.

Links
Here are a few links I think you might find
interesting:

http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

How to convert an atheist into a Christian http://www.wikihow.com/Persuade-an-Atheist-toBecome-Christian

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHuma
nists

Ex Muslim voices: Faith to Faithless -

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgKvq7Kcv4&feature=youtu.be&list=PLNf1xT5sySzKYs
1Utgb9bQVawS95Jtb39

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk

Conspiring to teach Creationism in Louisiana -

@gmhumanists

http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_scienc
e/science/2015/04/creationism_in_louisiana_publi
c_school_science_classes_school_boards_and.sing
le.html

http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/
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Feedback
If you would like to comment on this newsletter or
send in suggestions for future content (jokes,
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please
email the editor at:
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

Graham Connell – Editor and Chair of GMH
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