Welcome

Next Meeting – 8th July

It’s July, half the year’s gone, but there’s plenty to
be cheerful about. If you like sport there’s
Wimbledon and the Tour de France to get excited
about. And if you don’t there’s this month’s
newsletter. Enjoy!

Talk and interactive workshop on Amnesty
– Anne Walker
Anne will explain the current Amnesty mandate
with an overview of active campaigns and will
then concentrate on the My Body My Rights
campaign which deals with sexual and
reproductive rights, a relatively new area of
work for Amnesty. The session will take the
form of an interactive workshop based on
material used for local Amnesty group training.

This Month’s Joke
First a Jesus and Mo cartoon (courtesy of
jesusandmo.net).

Note: This will be in room G4.
Contributions
We need to meet the cost of room hire and
providing refreshments out of the collection at
meetings. So we ask for contributions as follows,
except at the first meeting attended: members
£2.50, students £1 and non-members £3.50. In
addition, tea or coffee and a biscuit is available
for £1.50.
time naturally occurring traits such as cooperation,
altruism, caring, sharing, nurturing etc. will all
have been hallmarks of the success story that
represents our short journey through Earth's
history.
Next up a Jesus only gag -

Without our huge brain and the ability to look
after and guard our offspring who remain
vulnerable for many years (c.f. elephants who have
a gestation period of nearly 2 years but the new
born babies can pretty much walk from birth) our
species may not have survived.

Jesus addresses the angry mob who are stoning a
prostitute: ‘Let he who is without sin cast the first
stone.’ A stone flies through the air and hits the
woman on the head. Jesus turns round and says,
‘Sometimes you really piss me off mother.’

We know too that our early ancestors lived and
survived together in small groups, with all the
benefits - food, security etc - that such a
coexistence can bring.

~~~~~

The Golden Rule
In last month’s newsletter I included an account of
the history of the Golden Rule. After publication I
received the following response from David Milne,
GMH committee member and events organiser:

The fact that with the appearance of writing we
began to record such behaviour patterns and gave
them the label of 'The Golden Rule' should not
obscure us from the knowledge that these traits
which have been greatly influential in our survival
were in existence long before we labelled them.

In the June Newsletter of GMH, the BHA Dialogue
Officer JEREMY RODELL has done a splendid job of
giving us examples from the various religions with
regard to the origin of the concept of The Golden
Rule.

~~~~~~~~

Humanism in Action

And interesting though that information is, it does
not reflect the true origins of a set of behaviours
exhibited by humans, and other animal species too,
which today we label as 'The Golden Rule'.

Last month GMH made its presence know at a
‘Spirtual Awareness’ day’ at Parrs Wood in
Manchester. Here’s Rob Grinter’s summary of the
event:

Organised religion has been around for some
5,000 years or so, but Homo sapiens have been in
existence for close on 200,000 years, and in that

‘A team of three speakers, Rob Grinter, David
Milne and Richard Sandover, attended the Parrs
Wood High School Sixth Form ‘Spiritual Awareness’
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Day on June 25th. This was the sixth year that at
least one Humanist has participated, with John
Coss often involved. We join with a number of
faith group representatives, each giving four
presentations to student groups in the morning,
and then participating in a panel discussion in the
afternoon where we are all invited in turn to
respond to always challenging questions from the
students. It was gratifying to get the final round of
applause of the day for a brief but passionate
declaration of how Humanist principles give nonbelievers the guidance to lead as decent and
worthwhile lives as those derived from religious
faith.’

Meetings
Last GMH Meeting
The rise of the religious right and the impact on
women in the UK – Sandhya Sharma
Below is a brief summary of the talk Sandhya gave
to the meeting last month:
The talk started with a video dating back 20 or so
years showing how women in minority, primarily
Asian, communities in London started to
demonstrate against the then rise of religious
fundamentalism and how they were ignored by
the anti-racist and leftist movements. Also how
women in Bradford around the same time started
to demonstrate against domestic violence in their
communities and how the religious leaders and
the political left tried to shut them up.

~~~~~
Rob later received an email from the organiser
after the event with the following comments:
‘Sincere thanks for your participation in our
Spiritual Awareness Day. We all thought it was a
great success, and evaluation sheets from students
have supported this assessment. We are so
grateful that you gave up your time and hope that
you found it as worthwhile as we did. The vast
majority of students felt that this was a valuable
day and that it had indeed raised their spiritual
awareness. In particular they felt the afternoon
session was excellent.

Moving on to more recent times Sandhya
explained how there’d been a gradual shift from
state sponsored secular services, e.g. welfare and
housing services, towards services run by religious
institutions. Austerity measures from the
government had heightened the effect with almost
no public money going into entirely secular
services like the Asian Refuge (for women and
children fleeing domestic violence or forced
marriages) with which Sandhya was involved.

I hope you enjoyed your day and can only thank
you again for helping to make this such a success.
We look forward to welcoming you again next
year.’

However the people providing the services run by
religious institutions are often from the very
communities the women are seeking refuge from.
And rather than holding the perpetrators
responsible for their immoral, and sometimes
illegal, actions, e.g. in matters related to domestic
violence and abuse, their preference is often to
take a conciliatory approach and unite the parties
again.

Help Wanted
The GMH committee are still looking for help with
one or two tasks, since John Coss stepped down as
Secretary. The first of these is helping to maintain
the register of members and supporters, and
membership renewals. We’re hoping to simplify
this and would anticipate it taking no more than an
hour or so a month.

~~~~~
Upcoming Meetings at FMH
th

The other one is Website redesign and ongoing
maintenance. For the redesign we are prepared to
pay up to £500, but would want the regular
upkeep to be done on a voluntary basis. This
should require only an hour or so a month also.

Aug 12 Discussion: In 2115, what will our
descendants condemn as our greatest
moral failings?
th

Sep9 The Right to Free speech versus The Right to
Insult – Anjum Anwar (originally scheduled
for March)

If you would like to put yourself forward for one of
these roles please get in touch via email to newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

Oct 14
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th

Manchester History with particular
reference to religion, free speech - Dr. Eve
Goddard

Acoustic Amnesty for Women's Rights - 16th
July
The next Acoustic Amnesty fundraiser will again be
at the beautiful Sacred Trinity church on Thursday
July 16, 2015. This time the acts are all female and
this is a fundraising event for the excellent
Manchester Women’s Aid as well as Manchester
Amnesty.

Humanist Discussion Group
The Humanist Discussion Group meets on the third
Thursday of the month. All are welcome; we meet
at 8.15pm at The Waterhouse, 67-71 Princess
Street, Manchester, M2 4EG. We are not booking a
particular room but will aim to meet in a room at
the far end of the building from Princess Street.

If you want to see how fantastic the format of the
evening is here’s a video of the last one:

A separate Discussion Group mailing will be issued
a week before the next meeting including a writeup of the last meeting and an overview of the topic
for the next. Due to holidays the next meeting will
be in September.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/grhhGT0Vzlw?l
ist=UU32opSiZu-iUSHLgSdSkZZg
The acts are:


Exploring Humanism – Introductory Course
The next presentation starts in October and will
th
run on consecutive Mondays from 5 October to
th
16 November.



The cost will be £20, reduced to £17 for bookings
th
received by 7 September.



For details of how to enrol please go to –
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2009/08/Exploring-Humanism2015-booking-form.docx

Circle of songwriters (as featured on John
Mackie’s show on FAB radio international)
Little Sparrow, Tracey Browne, Raevennan
Husbandes & Becca Williams. They will all be
on stage together and will perform solo,
duets and as an acoustic supergroup!
Metre of performance poets – Louise
Fazackerley & Rose Condo. Performing
brilliantly solo.

Doors will open at 7pm and the show starts at
7.30pm prompt.
Free on-street car parking is available and the
venue is a stone's throw from Deansgate/Market
Street in Manchester city centre.

Stockport Group Meetings
The group meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY
(near the Market Place). They also have regular
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank,
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).

Tickets are only £8 in advance for all of this
entertainment http://www.wegottickets.com/event/316058

Links

For precise details of upcoming meetings and
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

Here are a few links I think you might find
interesting:
Dawkins at the Lowry
http://www.thelowry.com/event/richard-dawkins

Greater Manchester Humanist Choir
OK, you like singing. You’d love to sing in a choir
but you’re not sure about your ability. Well don’t
worry, everyone is welcome. So go on give it a go.
What is there to lose?

Sam Harris on Jihadism and Islam
http://www.timesofisrael.com/world-mustconfront-jihadisms-roots-in-islamic-doctrine-saysauthor/
Nones now the largest single group

For details of rehearsals, venues and performances
please visit the Meetup page here –
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHum
anistChoir/

http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2015/06/new
-research--49-percent-have-no-religion-anglicanchurch-collapse-continues-islam-increases-tenfold-since-1983

Other Meetings and Events of Interest
Below are a few other meetings which you may
find of interest:

DNA and modern Europeans
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/16/science/dn
a-deciphers-roots-of-modern- ipad&smid=nytcoreipad-share&_r=1
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Membership

http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

News: our Meetup Group now stands at 238 as at
03/7/15; also our Facebook Group now has
473 members.

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHuma
nists

As noted in the report on the AGM, subscriptions
for 2015/16 are unchanged at £15 waged; £10
unwaged.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/

If you are a member paying your subscription by
standing order: there is nothing you need do.

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk

For others who were members on 31 March 2012:
your subscription for 2015/16 is now due and can
be paid in cash at a meeting or by cheque made
out to Greater Manchester Humanists and sent to
the Secretary at 1 St Aldates, Stockport, SK6 3DU.
Alternatively, you are invited to take out a
standing order, which nearly half our members in
this group now do. A payment date in May is fine
and will simplify matters if subscription rates are
changed. Please let us know if you do this.

@gmhumanists
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/

Feedback
If you would like to comment on this newsletter or
send in suggestions for future content (jokes,
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please
email the editor at:
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

For others who joined GMH on or after 1 April
2012: your subscription for 2015/16 will become
due on the anniversary of your date of joining. We
will send you a reminder closer to the due date.

Graham Connell – Editor and Chair of GMH

For those who are not currently a member:
please consider becoming a member – or rejoining
us if you have previously been a member. We rely
on subscriptions to support our activities to further
Humanism in Greater Manchester. You can
download our brochure which includes a
membership application form from
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/ .
We now offer 18 months membership for your
initial subscription if you take out a standing order.
To take up this offer, please complete the
membership application and the standing order
form which can be downloaded from the same
link, and return them both to us with your cheque
for your first subscription (plus any additional
donation). The date of the first payment under
your standing order should be 18 months after the
date on which you complete the membership
application form.

Keep In Touch
For more about what’s going on at GMH check out
some of the links below.
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