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Welcome 

Last week there was a howling wind and rain and it 
felt like October, now it’s warm and sunny and 
feels like , well – June. Such is nature!  Happy 
reading .... 

This Month’s Joke    

GMH vice chair Guy Otten posted this on his 
Facebook page and I thought it was so funny I 
should share it through the newsletter. 

 

The Golden Rule  
We often refer to the Golden Rule in discussions 
about humanism and religion, and we can all 
probably recite our own version of it. But have you 
wondered where it came from? Well here’s a 
potted history:  

“Do not do to others what you would not want 
them do to you.” (CONFUCIUS -  born 551 BC) 

"I will act towards others exactly as I would act 
towards myself.“  (BUDDHISM - The Siglo-Vada 
Sutta, about 500 BC) 

“We should conduct ourselves toward others as 
we would have them act toward us.” (ARISTOTLE - 
384 BC) 

"This is the sum of duty: Do nothing to others 
which, if done to you, could cause you pain."  

(HINDUISM - from The Mahabharata, about 150 
BC) 

"What you would avoid suffering yourself, seek 
not to impose on others." (ANCIENT GREECE - 
Epictetus, the Greek philosopher, about 90 AD) 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." (JUDAISM / 
CHRISTIANITY – Leviticus 19, in The Torah, about 
400 BC, quoted by Jesus in Matthew 22 and Mark 
12, 1st Century AD) 

"What is hateful to you, do not to your fellow men. 
That is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary.” 
(JUDAISM - from Hillel: The Talmud, about 50 BC) 

"None of you truly believes, until he wishes for his 
brothers what he wishes for himself." (ISLAM – 
Hadith a saying of The Prophet Muhammad, 7th 
Century) 

"As you think of yourself, so think of others." 
(SIKHISM - from Guru Granth Sahib, 1604) 

"Treat other people as you'd want to be treated in 
their situation; don't do things you wouldn't want 
to have done to you.” (British Humanist 
Association, 1999) 

~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks to Jeremy Rodell the BHA’s Dialogue Officer for 
compiling the above. 

Help Wanted  
Following last month’s AGM where John Coss, 
GMH’s outgoing Secretary, stood down, we now 
have a number of roles we need to fill, namely: 

Next Meeting – 10th June 
The rise of the religious right and the 

impact on women in the UK – Sandhya 
Sharma 

The markers of race in the UK have shifted from 
an ethnic based identity towards a faith based 
identity. Sandhya will explore what this shift 
means for activists within the domestic violence 
movement whose work is framed within both an 
anti racist and anti sexist perspective. With the 
rise of the religious right and the de-
secularisation of services what are the 
implications for women who dissent? 

(In previous newsletters the speakers for June 
and July were unfortunately transposed. Anne 
Walker will be speaking in July.) 

Note: This will be in room F11 not G1. 

Contributions 

We need to meet the cost of room hire and 
providing refreshments out of the collection at 
meetings. So we ask for contributions as follows, 
except at the first meeting attended:  members 
£2.50, students £1 and non-members £3.50.  In 
addition, tea or coffee and a biscuit is available 
for £1.50. 
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 Secretary 

 Membership secretary 

 Website administrator 

If you have a little time on your hands and feel one 
of these is something you could assist with please 
let me know by emailing – 

newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk  

Meetings  

Last GMH Meeting  

This was a combined AGM and talk – see below. 
The business of the AGM was soon undertaken 
with all resolutions passed – details can be found 
towards the end of the newsletter.  

A History of Humanism by John 
Coss 

What follows is a summary of the 
talk given by John (full speaker 
notes will be distributed with the 
newsletter). 

The talk was divided into the four headings of: 

A. Humanism – meaning and language 
B. Key themes of humanist thinking 
C. Some key thinkers in the development of 

humanist thought 
D. Organised humanism 

The first of these, Humanism – meaning and 
language, covered both the modern interpretation 
and the evolution of humanist thinking through its 
notable phases: ancient Greek and Roman 
thinking; Renaissance humanism; Enlightenment 
humanism; the 19

th
 century ethical movement. It 

also covered an overview of 19
th

 century activists 
like Owen, Carlisle and Holyoake, and included an 
explanation of words related to humanism, e.g. 
freethinking and secularism. 

Moving on to Key themes of humanist thinking 
John expanded on: non-belief; rational explanation 
and scientific thinking; freedom, individualism and 
secularism; non-religious morality; and human 
rights. 

The talk then went on to cover Some key thinkers 
in the development of humanist thought, e.g. 
Epicurus - ancient Greece, Erasmus - the 
Renaissance, Hume - the Enlightenment, J S Mill - 
19

th
 century, and Abraham Maslow - 20

th
 century. 

Women and Humanism was also discussed in this 
part of the talk.  

Lastly John gave an overview of the history of 
Organised Humanism in England. It covered the 
organisations we know today, e.g. the BHA, the 

National Secular Society and the Rationalist 
Association, some of the key buildings like South 
Place Chapel and Conway Hall, and a brief history 
of the Freethinker publication.  

~~~~~ 

Upcoming Meetings at FMH 

Jul 8
th

 Talk and interactive workshop on Amnesty – 
Anne Walker 

Aug 12
th

 Discussion: In 2115, what will our 
descendants condemn as our greatest 
moral failings? 

Sep9
th

 The Right to Free speech versus The Right to 
Insult – Anjum Anwar (originally scheduled 
for March) 

Humanist Discussion Group

 

The following is a summary provided by John Coss 
of the last discussion group meeting: 

For various reasons, most of the ‘regulars’ missed 
the May meeting, but the two of us (Delphine 
Dangelis and myself) who were present had an 
enjoyable and longer than usual session on world 
population issues – the topic proposed by 
Delphine. Much of the discussion focussed on 
environmental issues including climate change 
(which we agreed are exacerbated by rising 
population - the world population has more than 
tripled in my lifetime). Our first reference - Frank 
Fenner - reckons humanity is doomed and the best 
we can hope for is to defer the time when we 
disappear. The other sources we looked at all 
recognise that we face very serious problems in 
the 21st century and argue the need for urgent 
action to address them.  My impression is that 
Delphine is not convinced that Fenner is wrong.  
Personally I am optimistic as to our technical 
capability to respond effectively to these problems 
but pessimistic as to whether we will in fact do so 
in a timely way.   

The next meeting is on 25th June when the subject 
will be the difference between "resumé" and 
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"eulogy" virtues. All are welcome; we meet at 
8.15pm at The Waterhouse, 67-71 Princess Street, 
Manchester, M2 4EG. We are not booking a 
particular room but will aim to meet in a room at 
the far end of the building from Princess Street. 

Exploring Humanism – Introductory Course 

The tenth presentation has now been successfully 
completed. We expect the next presentation will 
be held in autumn 2015 – the actual dates are not 
yet known. We are also developing a shorter 
‘taster session’ of 2-3 hours duration which we 
hope will be ready for presentation this summer. 

Stockport Group Meetings 

The group meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back 
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY 
(near the Market Place). They also have regular 
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at 
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank, 
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).  

For precise details of upcoming meetings and 
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup - 
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-
Humanists  

Greater Manchester Humanist Choir  

OK, you like singing. You’d love to sing in a choir 
but you’re not sure about your ability. Well don’t 
worry, everyone is welcome. So go on give it a go. 
What is there to lose? 

For details of rehearsals, venues and performances 
please visit the Meetup page here – 
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHum
anistChoir/ 

Other Meetings and Events of Interest 

Below are a few other meetings which you may 
find of interest: 

A Guided City Walk with Amnesty 

This walk takes place on Sunday 7
th

 June starting at 
Victoria Station at 1pm. This guided city tour 
organised by the Amnesty Manchester group will 
take you beyond the tourist destinations and will 
cover sites connected with the growth of 
Manchester as the world’s first industrial city and 
its importance as a centre for radical political 
activity.  

Tickets £7 (concessions £5) available At 
eventbrite.co.uk. See attached poster for more 
details.  

BHA Annual Conference - Bristol 

 

The 2015 British Humanist Association Annual 
Conference will be held in the gorgeous historic 
city of Bristol over 19-21 June 2015. Tickets are still 
available for the conference itself although dining 
tickets have sold out. 

The speaker list has been finalised as follows:  

Jim Al-Khalili Julian Baggini 

Alice Roberts Kate Smurthwaite 

Francesca Stavrakopoulou Nimko Ali     

Leo Igwe Sarah Ditum     

Phil Hammond Richard Wiseman     

Samira Ahmed Tim Whitmarsh 

Helen Lewis Andrew Copson 

For details of tickets visit the BHA website.  

Acoustic Amnesty for Women's Rights - 16th 
July 

The next Acoustic Amnesty fundraiser will again be 
at the beautiful Sacred Trinity church on Thursday 
July 16, 2015. This time the acts are all female and 
this is a fundraising event for the excellent 
Manchester Women’s Aid as well as Manchester 
Amnesty.   

If you want to see how fantastic the format of the 
evening is here’s a video of the last one: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/grhhGT0Vzlw?l
ist=UU32opSiZu-iUSHLgSdSkZZg  

The acts are: 

 Circle of songwriters (as featured on John 
Mackie’s show on FAB radio international)  

 Little Sparrow, Tracey Browne, Raevennan 
Husbandes & Becca Williams.  They will all be 
on stage together and will perform solo, 
duets and as an acoustic supergroup! 

 Metre of performance poets – Louise 
Fazackerley & Rose Condo.  Performing 
brilliantly solo. 

Doors will open at 7pm and the show starts at 
7.30pm prompt. 

Free on-street car parking is available and the 
venue is a stone's throw from Deansgate/Market 
Street in Manchester city centre. 

http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-Humanists
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-Humanists
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHumanistChoir/
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHumanistChoir/
https://humanism.org.uk/events/?page=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/event/info&reset=1&id=99
https://www.youtube.com/embed/grhhGT0Vzlw?list=UU32opSiZu-iUSHLgSdSkZZg
https://www.youtube.com/embed/grhhGT0Vzlw?list=UU32opSiZu-iUSHLgSdSkZZg
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Tickets are only £8 in advance for all of this 
entertainment - 
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/316058  

Notes on the AGM held 13th May 
The AGM was quorate, with sixteen members 
present. The Committee Report and the 
Treasurer’s Report were adopted nem con, as was 
the proposal submitted by the Committee that 
annual subscriptions falling due during the year to 
31 March 2016 should be the same as for the 
previous year (£15 waged; £10 unwaged), with the 
renewal date (a) 1 April for members on 31 March 
2012 and (b) the anniversary of the date they 
joined for other members, except that those 
taking out a standing order for renewal 
subscriptions are entitled to 18 months 
membership from their initial subscription, so that 
their first renewal subscription is due 18 months 
after the date they joined, with subsequent 
subscriptions due annually thereafter. 

The resolutions submitted by the Committee were 
adopted nem com. Accordingly, the Committee is 
authorized to affiliate GMH to the IHEU and EHF. 

As there were no contested positions, those 
nominated for the Committee were declared 
elected, namely: Graham Connell – Chair; Robin 
Grinter - Vice-chair; Guy Otten – Vice-chair; Steven 
Lindsay - Treasurer; David Milne, Christine Simons, 
Lindsey Foots, Nigel Macartney and Douglas Burke 
- committee members. 

Links  
Here are a few links I think you might find 
interesting:  

We mustn’t deny the religious roots of ISIS - 

http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/03/
tom-holland-we-must-not-deny-relgious-roots-
islamic-state  

Are Omniscience and Omnipotence mutually 
inconsistent? - 

http://philosophy.stackexchange.com/questions/3
252/are-omniscience-and-omnipotence-mutually-
inconsistent  

Tentation – a clip from a new film poking fun at 
the impure thoughts of the Catholic clergy –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSweDMdlZLk  

Membership  
News: our Meetup Group now stands at 233 as at 

03/6/15; also our Facebook Group now has 
470 members. 

As noted in the report on the AGM, subscriptions 
for 2014/15 are unchanged at £15 waged; £10 
unwaged.  

If you are a member paying your subscription by 
standing order: there is nothing you need do. 

For others who were members on 31 March 2012: 
your subscription for 2015/16 is now due and can 
be paid in cash at a meeting or by cheque made 
out to Greater Manchester Humanists and sent to 
the Secretary at 1 St Aldates, Stockport, SK6 3DU. 
Alternatively, you are invited to take out a 
standing order, which nearly half our members in 
this group now do. A payment date in May is fine 
and will simplify matters if subscription rates are 
changed. Please let us know if you do this. 

For others who joined GMH on or after 1 April 
2012: your subscription for 2015/16 will become 
due on the anniversary of your date of joining. We 
will send you a reminder closer to the due date.  

For those who are not currently a member:  
please consider becoming a member – or rejoining 
us if you have previously been a member. We rely 
on subscriptions to support our activities to further 
Humanism in Greater Manchester.  You can 
download our brochure which includes a 
membership application form from 
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/ .   

We now offer 18 months membership for your 
initial subscription if you take out a standing order. 
To take up this offer, please complete the 
membership application and the standing order 
form which can be downloaded from the same 
link, and return them both to us with your cheque 
for your first subscription (plus any additional 
donation). The date of the first payment under 
your standing order should be 18 months . 

Keep In Touch 
For more about what’s going on at GMH check out 
some of the links below. 

http://www.wegottickets.com/event/316058
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/03/tom-holland-we-must-not-deny-relgious-roots-islamic-state
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/03/tom-holland-we-must-not-deny-relgious-roots-islamic-state
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/03/tom-holland-we-must-not-deny-relgious-roots-islamic-state
http://philosophy.stackexchange.com/questions/3252/are-omniscience-and-omnipotence-mutually-inconsistent
http://philosophy.stackexchange.com/questions/3252/are-omniscience-and-omnipotence-mutually-inconsistent
http://philosophy.stackexchange.com/questions/3252/are-omniscience-and-omnipotence-mutually-inconsistent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSweDMdlZLk
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/
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 http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-
Humanists  

 
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHuma
nists  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/  

 

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk 

@gmhumanists  

  

http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/  

Feedback  
If you would like to comment on this newsletter or 
send in suggestions for future content (jokes, 
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please 
email the editor at: 
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk 

 

Graham Connell – Editor and Chair of GMH 

 

http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-Humanists
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Manchester-Humanists
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHumanists
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHumanists
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/
file:///C:/Users/Goldcrest%20Laptop/Documents/Humanism/Newsletter/gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/

