Welcome

Next Meeting – 11th November

This month the newsletter features our new logo
– more of which later - and colour scheme. I do
hope you like it.

MARK TWAIN OPERA "MYSTERIOUS 44" –
Kevin Malone.

I want to say a special welcome to those 120 plus
audience members who attended either the
recent Dawkins event at the Lowry or the Natalie
Haynes event at the Manchester Conference
Centre.

At the age of 10, I stumbled upon a story about a
mysterious stranger, posthumously issued by
Mark Twain's editor. The experience of reading it
- and the story's very existence - shook my
Lutheran background and began to erode my faith
in a divine being. It revealed how religion works
as a political tool of persuasion and oppression,
and how Biblical lessons - when acted out - create
a cruel moral framework.

Your support enables Greater Manchester
Humanists to continue its vital work around the
idea that “You Don’t Have to Believe in God to be
Good”.
This work includes:

Last year, I composed a musical adaptation of
sections from Twain's various "mysterious
stranger" manuscripts. Arts Council England and
the Richard Dawkins Foundation funded its
commission, and Manchester Opera Project
piloted the work in May 2014. Richard Dawkins
provided a specially-recorded voice-over
narration. The opera is now completed for
performances in Manchester from 25-29 January
2016 which will be filmed for television.

 Visiting primary and secondary schools within
Greater Manchester
 Providing speakers for public debates,
discussions, radio and TV
 Organising public events around the great
themes of Art and Science
 Monthly meetings with exciting and
invigorating speakers
 Providing non-religious services for funerals,
weddings, naming ceremonies
 Promoting humanism

Contributions
We need to meet the cost of room hire and
providing refreshments out of the collection at
meetings. So we ask for contributions as follows,
except at the first meeting attended: members
£2.50, students £1 and non-members £3.50. In
addition, tea or coffee and a biscuit is available for
£1.50.

If you support these aims, please consider
becoming a member – see Membership section of
this newsletter for how to join.

This Month’s Joke
A middle-aged woman had a heart attack and was
taken to the hospital. While on the operating table
she had a near death experience. Seeing God she
asked, "Is my time up?" God said, "No you have
another 43 years, 2 months and 8 days to live."

Humanism on the Radio

Upon hearing this, the woman decided to stay in
the hospital and have a face lift, liposuction and a
tummy tuck. She even had someone change her
hair colour. Since she had so much more time to
live, she figured she might as well make the most
of it.

Humanism hit Radio 4 recently in a drama entitled
Ten Funerals and a Wedding, which tells the story
of a humanist celebrant and her various trials and
tribulations http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06j5qd1

Humanism in Action

She was released from the hospital but while
crossing the street on her way home, she was
killed by a car.

Appeal
Do you fancy owning a carriage clock? Derek
McComiskey of Stockport Humanists is a clock
repairer - and was recently given a clock. It has
been completely overhauled and polished and is
now for sale on eBay (ref: 111814550527).

Arriving in front of God, she demanded, "I thought
you said I had another 43 years?! Why didn't you
pull me out of the path of that car?"
God replied, "I didn't recognize you."
~~~~~

All the proceeds will go to Stockport Without
Abuse which is the charity that Stockport
Humanists support. So if you want to help out this

1

very worthwhile charity and pick up a Christmas
present for someone at the same time, then have
a look. The auction will end on 13th November.

an increasingly visual medium and the benefits
associated with an eye-catching logo have
escalated.
Lindsey, who has many years’ experience in
branding and marketing, brainstormed ideas with
events manager David Milne, and created a logo
design brief. The bee, as the industrious emblem
of Manchester, and the “happy humanist” motif
were both included.

Dawkins at the Lowry
GMH Events Organiser, David Milne, once again
ran a stall at The Dawkins event at the Lowry last
month. There were 13 members or supporters on
the stall that night and they were all needed, said
David. He was able to get into a photo with the
man himself along with Stockport Secretary,
Christine Simons:

Lindsey then reached out to our membership and
found a fantastic graphic designer with whom to
work on the project.
The designer of our amazing new logo and banner
(see left) is Paula Kifert. Originally from Poland,
Paula arrived in the UK in 2006 to pursue her
passion for art & design at the University of
Huddersfield. Paula found her way to Greater
Manchester, where she did (of course) settle. She
currently works as a designer and social media
coordinator at a reputable Manchester print
company.
She has recently started her own design studio,
Tint & Type, and aims to achieve full selfemployment next year. We are sure she will be
successful based on the quality of her design and
customer service for Greater Manchester
Humanists.

Thanks!
I mentioned in last month’s newsletter the sad
departure and funeral of member Janet Higginson.
Her husband Grant has asked me to thank all those
at GMH who sent words of condolence or
attended the funeral.

The whole committee were impressed with Paula’s
interpretation of the brief, and were unanimous in
choosing the design that featured two figures.
After all, how happy can an isolated humanist be?

New Logo

Based on feedback, Paula then finalised our logo
and we are very pleased with the result. We hope
you like it too!
The team then moved on to production of
banners. Lindsey sourced content from our
partner organisation, the British Humanist
Organisation, and worked with David and Paula to
achieve a strong visual representation of Greater
Manchester Humanists. The banners were
launched at The Lowry for Richard Dawkins’ event
on 26th October 2015, and there’s a photo on our
Facebook group. We hope you will make it one of
our regular meetings and see them there too.

Greater Manchester Humanists Smarten Up!
We are extremely excited to launch a unique logo
and expanding visual identity for our growing
Greater Manchester Humanist community group.
Lindsey Foots, having enjoyed monthly GMH
meetings with her husband Dave, eventually
turned up at a meeting and accidently joined the
Committee. Based on skills, experience and
enthusiasm, Lindsey contributes PR and marketing
activity and has made it a priority to establish a
strong brand for the group.

We’re now looking forward to extending our new
branding across all GMH literature, stationery and
online activities to help spread our message –
Good Without God.

Meetings

Since our beginnings in the 1990s, our group has
steadily grown. The simultaneous growth of social
media has contributed to that, and changed the
environment in which we operate. The internet is

Last month’s meeting was a talk entitled Can
Philosophy Provide Us with a Secular Account of
the Idea of Evil by Dr Eve Garrard.
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Eve started by
questioning whether
there is a secular concept
of evil. A quick poll of the
audience suggested a
majority were against the
idea. She however believed there was such a
concept and went on to explain why. Initially she
examined what the social sciences and history
have to say about it and whether there is historical
evidence of historians dismissing the philosophical
argument in favour of it. The Australian author
Inga Clendinnen in her book “Reading the
Holocaust” dismissed the concept of ‘evil’ as
something ‘non explanatory’ and of no use in
explaining why people do what they do. Another
source described the concept of ‘evil’ as beyond
human, implying that it is inhuman. There is
however a recognised religious concept of evil. Eve
then went on to outline three possible secular
concepts of evil:
1.
2.
3.

committed on others we do regard them as
monsters. So, Eve deduced, we need to
understand ‘monsters’ to have a secular theory of
evil. The problem is that there are too many
theories of what would be described as evil acts.
She outlined the following three:
1.
2.
3.

An act which produces demonstrably bad
outcomes.
An act in which one person takes pleasure
from inflicting suffering on others.
An act in which the agent deliberately ignores
its moral ramifications.

The first can be contradicted by the case of the
voyeur who doesn’t contribute to the evil act. For
the second, Eve cited the case of the Eichmann
trial in which he was described (by Hannah Arendt
who’d researched his personality in her book
Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of
Evil) as being utterly banal. Meaning that he
wasn’t taking pleasure but just carrying out orders.
As to the third example, Eve made the point that
some people may do this but they believe they are
doing the right thing. Some people, she said,
believe the ‘right thing’ is following a set of moral
rules like for example the 10 commandments; this
is known as the ontological theory.

Anything adverse or unlikeable in human
lives, e.g. natural disasters.
Immorality, e.g. genocide or malicious gossip.
Particularly horrifying actions.

The third she believed was the problematic one;
the temple massacres of the 20th and 21st
centuries and the holocaust cannot be classified
simply as adverse, unlikeable or immoral.

The trouble is that there is no universal agreement
about what is right, though there is a general
understanding. And the same can be said for evil.
Eve concluded that there is no reason therefore to
refrain from using the concept of evil.

She went on to talk about two real life examples of
a belief in evil. The first related to the Harold
Shipman murders and a report from the daughter
of one of the victims who said “I tried and tried to
understand and explain what he did but could only
conclude he was evil”.

The question and answer session following the talk
was lively; many saw the concept of evil as being
an entirely religious one. A few expressed the
opposite. Many philosophical questions were
raised and Eve mainly responded with the
appropriate philosophical answers, although in
some cases she admitted that days, weeks or
months would be required to give a complete
response.

The second was a radio interview with two
politicians commenting on the Military Wives
Choir’s 2011 Christmas single. One of the
politicians was from the far left and the other a
centrist. The one from the far left described the
choir as vicious, evil and vile. The centrist in
response questioned what kind of person it took
to call someone like that evil. The point being here
that neither party needed an explanation or
definition of evil to understand what the other
meant. So it has an acceptable use even if we
don’t have a theory of it.

Upcoming GMH Meetings
th

Dec 11 Acoustic Amnesty for Salford Women’s
Aid – this year GMH is again supporting
Acoustic Amnesty’s December event. As
with last year it’s at the Sacred Trinity
Church in Salford. On the bill this time are
Tracey Browne, Little Sparrow, Leonie Kate
Higgins, Jacob H James and Becca Williams.
The musicians will all be on stage together
and will perform solo, duets and as an
acoustic supergroup. Start time is at 7pm.
As a fundraiser, this is a ticketed event (cost

Eve noted that Inga Clendinnen, while discounting
the concept of ‘evil’ per se, does believe there is
such a thing as an evil doer or monster which fits
with the religious definitions of evil. A secular
theory of ‘evil’ would need therefore to negate
any metaphysical definitions. When we hear of
some tortures or other evil acts that humans have

3

£8.80 including booking fee); tickets can be
obtained here:
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/3346
98

http://www.samharris.org/blog/item/a-war-ofideas for a discussion of the ideas in this book and
the Amazon website for reader reviews.
Stockport Group Meetings
The group meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY
(near the Market Place). They also have regular
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank,
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).

In December we are also planning a social event
and expect to include details in a separate mailing
shortly.
th

Jan 13 Religion and the Bible in Contemporary
Politics – Prof James Crossley
Bolton Humanism Taster
If you live in or near to
Bolton, or perhaps you
know someone there
who might be interested
in Humanism, there is an
event planned for
th
Wednesday 25 November. Robin Grinter and
Anna Whitehead, of Greater Manchester
Humanists, will be giving a talk entitled
‘Introducing Humanism’. The event will start at
18.30 in the Bank Street Unitarian Chapel (Crown
Street, Bolton, BL1 2RU).

For precise details of upcoming meetings and
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

Links
Here are a few links I think you might find
interesting:
Why Do Intelligent People Still Believe Nonsense?
http://links.patheos.mkt5005.com/ctt?kn=34&ms
=NDk3NzgwODMS1&r=MTUzNzQ4MzcyNDU1S0&
b=0&j=NzgxOTI1NjQxS0&mt=1&rt=0

There will be a chance to meet and mingle with
local Humanists, and it is hoped that the meeting
will form the basis of what will become a ‘Bolton
Humanists’ group. So if you are interested in
getting involved in Humanism at a local level,
come along and share your ideas.
For more information, contact Greater Manchester
Humanists - secretary@gmh.humanist.org.uk. You
can also contact GMH if you can’t make the
evening by are still interested in future events in
Bolton.

US becoming less religious http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/u-spublic-becoming-less-religious/
Religious or not, many Americans see a creator’s
hand –
http://www.religionnews.com/2015/10/07/religio
us-not-many-americans-see-creators-hand/

Membership

Darwin Day Talk - 2016
th
Feb 12 Save the date for what promises to be a
very interesting talk by Dr Suzanne Schultz
from the University of Manchester on a
topic relating to evolution. Note: this
nd
replaces the regular 2 Wednesday
meeting at Friends Meeting House.

News: our Meetup Group now stands at 248 as at
4/11/15; also our Facebook Group now has
471 members.
Subscriptions for 2015/16 are £15 waged; £10
unwaged.
If you’d like to become a member you can
download our brochure which includes a
membership application form from
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/.

Humanist Discussion Group
The Humanist Discussion Group meets on the third
Thursday of the month. All are welcome; we meet
at 8.15pm at The Waterhouse, 67-71 Princess
Street, Manchester, M2 4EG. We are not booking a
particular room but will aim to meet in a room at
the far end of the building from Princess Street.

We offer 18 months membership for your initial
subscription if you take out a standing order. To
take up this offer, please complete the
membership application and the standing order
form which can be downloaded from the same
link, and return them both to us with your cheque
for your first subscription (plus any additional
donation). The date of the first payment under

th

The topic for the meeting on 19 November is
Islam and the Future of Tolerance - the new book
by Sam Harris and Maajid Nawaz. See
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your standing order should be 18 months after the
date on which you complete the membership
application form.

Keep In Touch
For more about what’s going on at GMH check out
some of the links below.
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterHuma
nists
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk
@gmhumanists
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/

Feedback
If you would like to comment on this newsletter or
send in suggestions for future content (jokes,
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please
email the editor at:
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

Graham Connell – Editor and Chair of GMH
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