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I had one comment about the new font colour
used for the headings in last month’s newsletter
and I’ve made some adjustments which I hope will
make them more legible this time round. I also got
some very positive comments about the new logo.
Thank you!

Acoustic Amnesty for Salford Women’s Aid – this
year GMH is again supporting Acoustic Amnesty’s
December event. As with last year it’s at the Sacred
Trinity Church in Salford. On the bill this time are
Tracey Browne, Little Sparrow, Leonie Kate Higgins,
Jacob H James and Becca Williams. The musicians
will all be on stage together and will perform solos,
duets and as an acoustic supergroup. Start time is
at 7pm. As a fundraiser, this is a ticketed event (cost
£8.80 including booking fee); tickets can be
obtained here:
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/334698

November has been another busy month for GMH,
and December likewise promises to be eventful, as
you will see from the various items in this month’s
newsletter.
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As a Christmas treat, there are three jokes this
month.

CARLUCCIO'S restaurant, 3 Harman Street,
Spinningfields, Manchester M3 3EB; 7pm start.
If you would like to reserve a place, please either
email David Milne at events@gmh.humanist.org.uk
or text him on 0781 696 1684. You can view the
Xmas menus on-line and then email David with your
choices, or ask David to send you a copy of their
menu.
David tells me we are fast running out of seats so if
you were considering coming let him know quickly.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Well Derek was able to send £110 to the charity
from the sale of the carriage clock. So thank you
to those who helped to bid it up.

~~~~~
And if that didn’t make you laugh ....

The Bolton Taster Session
22 people attended the ‘Taster’ course run at the
Unitarian Chapel in Bolton on Wednesday evening,
November 25th. The session promoted our next
Exploring Humanism course planned for the
spring, and also aimed to create a nucleus of
interested Boltonians for a new branch of GMH.

Why did Santa have trouble selling Rudolph and
Blitzen on eBay?
Because they were two dear.
~~~~~
Which reminds me of that classic deer joke ....
What do you call a deer with just one eye?
No idea.

Eight or so participants were new to Humanism,
and there were a good number of GMH members
there to support Rob and Anna. Everyone was able
to enjoy a sample of the activities and information
provided during the longer course.

What do you call a deer with one eye and no legs?
Still no idea.
~~~~~

The Chapel Hall has been booked for a follow-up
initial meeting of a Bolton Humanist group on
Wednesday January 20th at 6.30pm, at which we
hope to establish an organising committee. The
main speaker will be BHA Groups Officer Blakeley
Nixon. Information about the meeting has been
circulated to everyone at the ‘Taster’ session, and
several other interested people whom we know of
in the area.

Appeal
You may remember that last month we asked you
to bid on eBay towards a clock which member
Derek McComiskey was auctioning in aid of
Stockport Without Abuse.
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BHA Schools Speakers Training and
Networking Event
This event was held at the Strand Palace Hotel in
London on Saturday November 28th. Rob Grinter
gave a brief and well-received presentation,
showing the slides that we use in visits to Primary
schools. Four other BHA members described their
different approaches, mostly to older students.

persecution in order to silence Christians' and
suggested that ‘the science of eugenics led to
Auschwitz', that David was claiming that 'man is no
more than a slab of gristle and bone' and that by
so doing he was 'robbing us of the essence of our
humanity and demeaning the human dignity of us
all’.

The meeting opened with an account by BHA Chief
Executive, Andrew Copson, of
the success during that week in
achieving a legal judgement
based on the Human Rights Act
that reversed the
Government’s plans for
Humanism to be excluded from RE examinations at
GCSE. This establishes in law the parity of nonreligious belief systems with studies of faiths at
GCSE and will have a huge impact on the
willingness of teachers to include Humanism at
earlier stages. We will exploit this opportunity to
the full!
The new and very impressive BHA Head of
Education, Luke Donnellan, then spoke of his plans
to improve the BHA’s education website, and build
a national programme to train Humanist speakers
for schools and reach out to RE teachers in a
variety of ways. This will supplement our work in
the Greater Manchester area, which he recognised
as a national pilot project to be extended to the
North West with Rob Grinter as regional lead. A
key preparation for this will be a Training Day for
over 30 potential or already active speakers to be
held in Manchester on December 5th.

'

The meeting concluded with a series of workshops
trying out some of the many activities for young
people suggested by Luke and fully described in
very thorough supporting documents.

On Tuesday 24th November, the MEN published a
letter of David Milne’s (GMH Events Organiser)
under the rather wonderful headline "We should
be 'praying' for more science".
This was in response to the news that a Church of
England advert encouraging people to pray had
been banned in cinemas. And said advert was
supported by the Bishop of Manchester.

Last month Kevin Malone gave
a talk entitled Mark Twain
Opera “Mysterious 44”.
Kevin began by explaining his
upbringing in a religious
Lutheran family. He happily
went along with everything he
was taught about God and his religion until at the
age of 10 he came across a book by Mark Twain

Within three days, four letters had been
published in response to David’s, the last of which
was from a gentlemen by the name of Joeseph
O'Neill from Westhoughton, who claimed that
David was 'encouraging censorship and
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entitled Mysterious Stranger. Though originally
written by Mark Twain it was unfinished at his
death and completed posthumously by his editor.
Kevin recalled that this book, “scared the life out
of me”, and started him on a path of questioning
his faith.

University. Kevin recounted how Dawkins was a
willing contributor to the project and an able voice
actor but was very hard to tie down time-wise to
actually do the recordings.
Bringing the conversation back to the matter of
religion, Kevin talked about how the credibility of
an idea or a doctrine is enhanced by performance.
Simply reading or stating something evokes one
level of consciousness but singing it, as with
church hymns, seeks to reinforce that idea,
especially when promoted by institutions.
Religions have, Kevin surmised, known this and
exploited it for a long time.

At age 11 there was a bus campaign in his home
town with the message “God is Dead”. This added
to his doubts and at this point he stopped going to
church. He still battled with his belief in the divine
though and managed to resolve his love of science
and maths with theism by concluding that they
were based on rules and that God therefore had
created those rules.

You can see the latest version of the opera at the
following locations in the New Year:

Later in life as part of his musical studies he moved
to Paris to study at the Paris Conservatoire. While
there he decided to study the bible in fine detail,
to the extent that he mapped out where and when
the biblical events were supposed to have
occurred. And in so doing, he confesses, he
became an agnostic.

25 January - Manchester premiere at the Royal
Northern College of Music, Studio Theatre, starting
at 7pm. Tickets available from RNCM box office
0161 907 5555 and at www.tickets.rncm.ac.uk
(they haven't been listed on their website yet).
27 January at the John Thaw Theatre, Martin
Harris Centre for Music and Drama, Bridgeford St,
Univ of Manchester. (Starting time is 7 or 7:30pm
- awaiting Centre's decision).

Kevin went on to talk about how the opera came
about and how it was constructed. The book itself
was set in Austria in 1490 but the events of 9/11 in
2001 were a key influence. In fact the opening of
the opera features a piece involving a single cello
and recordings of the New York air traffic
controllers talking to flight crews in the air space at
the time of the attacks on the twin towers. You
can clearly hear one controller repeatedly trying
unsuccessfully to obtain voice contact with flight
‘American 77’. The cello piece was appropriately
entitled Requiem 77. Kevin talked about some of
his other influences including the film the
Unbelievers and Woody Allen films.

29 January at Ordsall Hall, Salford during daytime
for secondary school children performance.
1 February at Central Library, Manchester
Performance Space 1 (TBC).

Last month also saw the annual BHA Holyoake
Lecture, held this year at the Manchester
Conference Centre. Here’s a brief write-up of the
talk given by Natalie Haynes on the subject of
Greek Tragedy and Humanism .

A key character in the book,
hence the opera, is 44 - an angel
with supernatural powers. Using
a video extract from the opera,
Kevin explained how in a scene
reminiscent of an old testament story, 44 enables
two human characters to magically create their
own human specimens which rapidly evolve into
less than perfect beings that do wicked things.
Consequently the two characters beg 44 to destroy
their creations. This whole scene really showed off
Kevin’s musical skill as it interwove traditional
operatic style musical dialogue with electronic
incidental music and classical choral sequences.

Natalie’s talk was actually more
about Greek tragedies and how
they relate to present-day life.
She spoke very quickly and
jumped about enormously,
interspersing the core subject with current day
anecdotes and witticisms, some of which she’d
quite clearly made up on the spot; her background
as a stand-up comedienne was very apparent. (As
a result my notes were random and few.)
After an introduction from the BHA’s Andrew
Copson, Natalie began by describing the influence
of Greek drama on modern day drama and in
particular soaps. Having joked about Oedipus
Endus (a pun on East Enders) she explained that
many modern day script writers of soap operas –
and she’d seen this for herself having visited the

Another key feature of the opera is Richard
Dawkins’ voice which features at various points in
the opera.
Richard was also one of the financial backers of
the opera along with The Arts Council and the
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script writing sessions for East Enders - would
often revert to the plots of the Greek tragedies
when they were short on ideas.

The group meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY
(near the Market Place). They also have regular
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank,
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).

One key feature of Greek tragedies, she explained,
was that of unity of time and place, meaning that
events took place in one location and happened
sequentially. This is true of modern soaps in terms
of place – the names give it away: East Enders,
Coronation Street, Emmerdale – but also in time,
in that they’re always set in the present.

For precise details of upcoming meetings and
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

She talked also of the way that they were enacted
- by men only – and in front of male only
audiences. She made many references to Greek
plays (in particular Oresteia, Medea) and
playwrights (mainly Aeschylus and Euripides) and
their current day relevance. For some of the
audience, those with prior exposure to ancient
Greek drama and/or ‘the classics’, it was a very
engaging talk. For others, like me with none, it
remained interesting because of her comic and
somewhat random delivery and style.

Our seven-week introductory course, run by Rob
Grinter and Anna Whitehead, has just completed
its eleventh presentation at Friends Meeting
House. A record 17 people attended the course,
two of them for a second time.
As always it was enjoyed by everyone, with an
unusually high level of discussion and a lot of
vigorous debate. Everyone felt that it had been of
real value in clarifying their understanding of
humanism, and strengthening their determination
to promote humanist values. We hope to see some
of them become regular members at our monthly
meetings.

The one thing the talk failed to cover in any depth
was the ‘humanist’ context. Nevertheless the
audience, who it seems were largely au fait with
the subject matter, seemed to thoroughly enjoy it.

th

Jan 13 Religion and the Bible in Contemporary
Politics – Prof James Crossley

Here are a few links I think you might find
interesting:

th

Feb 12 Save the date for what promises to be a
very interesting talk by Dr Suzanne Schultz
from the University of Manchester on a
topic relating to evolution. Note: this
nd
replaces the regular 2 Wednesday
meeting at Friends Meeting House.

Does feminism have a problem with free speech?
https://www.facebook.com/events/58017377213
0263/
Evolution: time to stop calling it a theory –
https://richarddawkins.net/2015/11/is-it-a-theoryis-it-a-law-no-its-a-fact/

There will no meeting in December. Future
meetings will be held on Tuesdays. The next
th
meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 January,
when the topic will be Moral and Cultural
Relativism. Further details will be circulated in
January.

News: our Meetup Group now stands at 252 as at
2/12/15; also our Facebook Group now has
496 members.
Subscriptions for 2015/16 are £15 waged; £10
unwaged.
If you’d like to become a member you can
download our brochure which includes a
membership application form from
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/.
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We offer 18 months membership for your initial
subscription if you take out a standing order. To
take up this offer, please complete the
membership application and the standing order
form which can be downloaded from the same
link, and return them both to us with your cheque
for your first subscription (plus any additional
donation). The date of the first payment under
your standing order should be 18 months after the
date on which you complete the membership
application form.

For more about what’s going on at GMH check out
some of the links below.
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchester
Humanists
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231
/

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk
@gmhumanists
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/

If you would like to comment on this newsletter or
send in suggestions for future content (jokes,
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please
email the editor at:
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

Graham Connell – Editor and Chair of GMH
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