Welcome

Next Meeting – 8th April

March is out and April’s in. Electioneering is
formally underway and we’re probably going to be
sick of it come the election itself next month.
Luckily it’s newsletter time and a chance to switch
off and enjoy humanist things.

Religion and Humanism in the Balkans –
Pavle Mocilac
The speaker for April is our very own Pavle
Mocilac, who will give a presentation on
'Religion and Humanism in the Balkans'. Pavle,
who is a Research Associate at the University of
Manchester, has previously given his talk to
Stockport Humanists and it is highly
recommended.

This Month’s Joke
This month, a joke from Steven Lindsay, the GMH
Treasurer:
Two women called at my door and asked what
bread I ate. When I said white they gave me a
lecture on the benefits of brown bread for 30
minutes.

Contributions
We need to meet the cost of room hire and
providing refreshments out of the collection at
meetings. So we ask for contributions as follows,
except at the first meeting attended: members
£2.50, students £1 and non-members £3.50. In
addition, tea or coffee and a biscuit is available
for £1.50.

I think they were Hovis Witnesses.
~~~~~
Also a Jesus & Mo cartoon:

email forewarning of this it was decided to change
the format of the meeting to one of open
discussion on the same topic. And as a reference
point for the discussion we would use Kenan
Malik’s recent blog outlining some of the
arguments against the frequently touted ‘I believe
in free speech but …’ statements. The meeting
thus proceeded on that basis.
While there was general agreement with Kenan
Malik’s arguments, on the part of most of those
present, there was nevertheless a lively discussion.
Vice chair Guy Otten was able to proffer the
Muslim viewpoint in appropriate places and Aisha
Ahmed herself an ex Muslim explained how
through her own experiences of dealing with
Muslim friends and family, she has observed that:
many Muslims; a) are not exposed to critical
thinking, b) see any sign of irreverence against the
prophet, almost as a personal attack on
themselves, but c) don’t wish any physical harm on
the perpetrators as a result. Questions were raised
about why some Muslims see it as necessary to kill
people for their disbelief, while members of other
religions don’t take such a view (although during
the time of the Crusades and the Spanish
Inquisition quite the opposite was the case). No
conclusion was reached on this point. Other points
discussed included the right to offend, not looking
for a fight, discussing one’s views in the workplace
(or not) and the need to work productively with
others with differing beliefs in the workplace.

Reproduced courtesy of jesusandmo.net.

Humanism in Action
Vice Chair of GMH, Guy Otten was asked to say the
'prayers' before the Stockport Council meeting on
2nd April. As Guy put it beforehand “They won’t
be prayers of course! But they will be appropriate
to the situation”. You can see a video of Guy’s
‘prayers’ to the council here.

Meetings
Last Meeting - "Mind the Gap - The Difference
between Freedom of Expression and Freedom
to Insult” by Anjum Anwar MBE
Unfortunately our March speaker – Anjum Anwar was not able to speak due to her father being
taken ill suddenly. Since many of those attending
would not have had the opportunity to read the

There seemed to be a general consensus at the
end of the meeting that despite the speaker’s
absence the meeting had been worthwhile. And it
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was suggested that we should repeat the session
but from a non-Muslim standpoint, so involving
speakers from other (perhaps extreme) religious
backgrounds.

We are not booking a particular room but will aim
to meet in a room at the far end of the building
from Princess Street.
It would be helpful if you would let John Coss
know if you will be coming
(email:secretary@gmh.humanist.org.uk or
phone@ 0161-430-3463).

North West Humanist Conference – 21/03
A separate summary of this event is attached.
Upcoming Meetings at FMH
th
May 13 AGM followed by A History of Humanism
– John Coss

Exploring Humanism – Introductory Course
The tenth presentation has now been successfully
completed, with all 12 participants making
valuable contributions to discussions, culminating
in agreement on a wide-ranging set of key
Humanist principles for our time.

th

Jun 10 Talk and interactive workshop on Amnesty
– Anne Walker

We expect the next presentation will be held in
autumn 2015 – the actual dates are not yet
known. We are also developing a shorter ‘taster
session’ of 2-3 hours duration which we hope will
be ready for presentation this summer.

th

Jul 8 Women for Secularism – Sandhya Sharma
Annual General Meeting
Formal notice of the AGM is attached. The
committee for the 2015/16 session will be elected
at the AGM, and I take this opportunity to mention
that our present Secretary, John Coss, is standing
th
down with effect from 13 May.

Stockport Group Meetings
The group meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.15pm for 7.30pm, currently in the back
room at the Boar’s Head, 2 Vernon Street, SK1 1TY
(near the Market Place). They also have regular
social meetings on a Wednesday afternoon at
Rhode Island Coffee Bar, 2 Little Underbank,
Stockport, SK1 1JT (upstairs).

We are therefore looking for a new Secretary. We
are also seeking additional committee members.
Please get in touch with me if you would like to
discuss what is involved in being Secretary or a
committee member and how you could
contribute. Nominations need to reach the
th
present Secretary by 29 April.

For precise details of upcoming meetings and
socials please refer to the GMH Meetup http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

Humanist Discussion Group
The Humanist Discussion Group continued its
debate on Free Will. At our previous meeting we
had generally rejected Free Will but asked if there
was any way it could be rescued even in the
context of determinism. One possibility was that
our decisions are not fully determined by prior
causes but this was considered unconvincing.
Quantum Mechanics may be undetermined but
merely leads to unpredictability – not to Free Will.

Greater Manchester Humanist Choir
OK, you like singing. You’d love to sing in a choir
but you’re not sure about your ability. Well don’t
worry, everyone is welcome. So go on give it a go.
What is there to lose?
For details of rehearsals, venues and performances
please visit the Meetup page here –
http://www.meetup.com/GreaterManchesterHum
anistChoir/

This meeting looked at the compatibilist ideas of
Dan Dennett. Interestingly Dennett and Sam
Harris, who agree on many other things, disagree
about Free Will. We considered a number of
Dennett’s points but most of the group felt that his
arguments were unconvincing at a fundamental
level although they may go some way to explaining
why we have the illusion of Free Will and why the
deterministic truth is so deeply buried and
inaccessible to us. The next meeting is on 16th
April when the subject will be ‘Basic Income’. All
are welcome; we meet at 8.15pm at The
Waterhouse, 67-71 Princess Street, Manchester,
M2 4EG.

Other Meetings of Interest
Below are a few other meetings which you may
find of interest:
Greater Manchester Skeptics Society
Lies, damned lies and statistics - How we get
science coverage wrong
Thursday, April 23 at 7:30pm
Bar21mcr in Manchester, United Kingdom
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Hustings Central Manchester
Friday, 24 April 2015 at 7:00 PM • Friends Meeting
House, 6 Mount St, Manchester, M2 5NS. Note
that this event has been organised by 38 Degrees
(not GMH). It is open to the general public and
some GMH members are planning to go along. For
details check out the website here https://you.38degrees.org.uk/events/hustingscentral-manchester-24th-april

Boris is on our side http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2015/03/bori
s-johnson-describes-bishops-in-the-house-of-lordsas-clerical-fossils
How religion and American exceptionalism are
undermining our future http://www.salon.com/2015/03/08/the_twisted_
morality_of_climate_denial_how_religion_and_a
merican_exceptionalism_are_undermining_our_fu
ture/?utm_source=Richard+Dawkins+Foundation+
Newsletter&utm_campaign=40167201e7March_18th_Newsletter3_17_2015&utm_medium
=email&utm_term=0_f8fb39ec0e-40167201e7179549609

QED 2015 with Matt Dillahunty, Lucie Green,
Bruce Hood AC Grayling, Kate Smurthwaite
and more
QED is a science and skepticism convention taking
place at the Palace Hotel in Manchester from 24th26th April 2015. “Speakers from the worlds of
science and entertainment will be joining us for a
weekend celebration of science, reason and critical
thinking”.

What ISIS really wants –
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/201
5/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/

Tickets £99 /£69 students.

The Irrationality of Alcoholics Anonymous –

For full details and how to obtain tickets go to https://qedcon.org (Currently sold out but
additional tickets may become available.)

http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/201
5/03/the-irrationality-of-alcoholicsanonymous/386255/

BHA Annual Conference - Bristol

Membership
News: our Meetup Group now stands at 223 as at
31/3/15; also our Facebook Group now has
448 members.

The 2015 British Humanist Association Annual
Conference will be held in the gorgeous historic
city of Bristol over 19-21 June 2015. We have more
speakers and entertainment still to announce, with
tickets on sale NOW - and they're expected to sell
quickly

Subscriptions for GMH are £15 waged and £10
unwaged. If you’re not already a member, please
consider joining. To do so, please fill in a new
membership form and bring it to a meeting or
send it with your subscription to the address
below.

The BHA Annual Conference is always the can’tmiss humanist calendar event of the year, and
2015's will be no different. Over 19-21 June 2015,
the beautiful city of Bristol will play host to 300
happy humanists over a busy weekend of lectures,
plenaries, debates, interviews, an awards show,
live entertainment, and a gala dinner featuring big
names including physicist Jim Al-Khalili, anatomist
Alice Roberts, and historian Francesca
Stravrakopoulou, and several as-yet-unannounced
special guests.

Membership form:
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/home/contact-us/.
Send to:
GMH Secretary, 1 St Aldates, Stockport SK6 3DU.
We encourage new members to take out a
standing order for future subscriptions. The above
link explains how to do so and secure eighteen
months membership for your initial subscription.
Subscriptions allow us to pay for meeting
rooms/halls, speaker expenses and support good
humanist causes as well as promote humanism,
e.g. by taking stalls at carnivals.

The conference will run from Friday afternoon to
Sunday afternoon in the heart of Bristol’s historic
Old Town. For details of tickets visit the BHA
website.

Links
Here are a few links I think you might find
interesting:
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Keep In Touch
For more about what’s going on at GMH check out
some of the links below.
http://www.meetup.com/Greater-ManchesterHumanists

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterManchesterH
umanists
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5231173231/

gmhumanists.blogspot.co.uk
@gmhumanists
http://gmh.humanist.org.uk/

Feedback
If you would like to comment on this newsletter or
send in suggestions for future content (jokes,
articles, links, book reviews or whatever) please
email the editor at:
newsletter_editor@gmh.humanist.org.uk

Graham Connell – Editor
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